
President’s Message

Dear OLTA Members, 

As the Ohio Land Title Association moves into its 101st year, it 
remains the premier land title association in Ohio and one of the 
best in the country.  

Last Spring, the Board of Trustees met for an engaging plan-
ning session that included Past Presidents, Committee Chairs 
and other members. Topics discussed included maximizing rev-

enue generation, expense reduction, and organizational financial stability. Fortunately, 
through our collective efforts, OLTA had a positive year financially in 2010 and was able 
to strengthen its reserve funds. 

OLTA continued to operate at the forefront of state and federal advocacy efforts in the 
title industry. In June, Governor Strickland signed Substitute House Bill 292 into law 
prohibiting transfer fee covenants. These covenants create unnecessary and unacceptable 
risk for lenders, homeowners and land title professionals in addition to driving down 
home prices and reducing transparency in real estate transactions. Ohio became the 10th 
state in the country to prohibit these covenants, and by the end of December, a total of 
19 states had passed similar bans. OLTA accomplished this important objective through 
its coalition with the Ohio State Bar Association, the Ohio Association of Realtors and 
the Ohio Bankers League. We commend OLTA’s Government Affairs Consultant Bob 
Schmitz for his work with the coalition as well as Kevin Eichner and Jim Havens for rep-
resenting OLTA during Senate Committee testimony. 

This past fall, the Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation (OLAF) attempted to gain greater 
regulatory control over interest on lawyers trust accounts (IOLTAs) through a rule filed 
with the Joint Committee on Agency Rule Review.

continued on page 9
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Director’s Message
by Mark Bennett, CAE

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Take the Pledge and Make
a Resolution to Support Your
Industry
I invite all of you to “Take the 
Pledge” and make a career com-
mitment with OLTAPAC this 

year. What does it mean to make the career commit-
ment? By taking the pledge, you are stating that as long 
as you are gainfully employed in the title industry, you 
will make an OLTAPAC donation every year. Your do-
nation will help plant the seed for effective legislation 
and regulation for the future and show others your com-
mitment to our industry. Once you make this commit-
ment, you will be frequently recognized as a member 
of this elite group listed below. Your leadership will en-
courage others to the make this important commitment. 
As you know, the OLTAPAC is vital in helping OLTA’s 
advocacy efforts. 

You can make your donation to OLTAPAC online today 
or by printing the donation form at:
http://www.olta.org/files/09PACbrochure.pdf.

If you have an existing relationship with an individual that 
is serving in the Ohio General Assembly or in the new
Administration, please let us know by completing the 
OLTA Legislative Survey at:
https://www.e-offinger.net/olta/OLTAsurveyform.cfm. 

OLTA Unveils Webinars to be Presented this Winter
OLTA has three webinars slated for the next two
months on hot topics in the industry. These webinars 
give you the ability to participate from the comfort of 
your own office. ALTA RESPA Implementation Task Force 
Member Mary Schuster will present “RESPA: One Year 
Later” on February 16. On March 2, Donald McFadden 
will present “What’s in Your Escrow Agreement?”. Finally, 

Terrence Feller and Timothy Feller will present ALTA/
ACSM Land Title Surveys: The New 2011 Standards” on 
March 18. All webinars run from 11 am to noon and are 
only $40 for members and $20 for additional personnel 
from the same office. OLTA has applied for both CIE 
and CLE credit for all of these programs. You may regis-
ter for these webinars at www.OLTA.org by clicking on 
the Events & Programs link. 

Seeking Title Topics Contributors
OLTA is in constantly in search of articles and new top-
ics for Title Topics. If you have an article or topic you 
would like to see in Title Topics, contact Publications 
Chair Kathleen Nitschke at knitschke@thinkgk.com or 
me. Don’t forget that newsletter articles published in the 
last four years are available in the members-only section 
of OLTA’s web site by clicking on News Articles and 
performing a search by title, author or keyword. 

As always, feel free to contact me with your questions and 
concerns by phone at 614-501-1100 x 3187 or by email 
at mbennett@offinger.com.
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Edward A. Proctor is an associate with the law firm of 
Giffen & Kaminski, LLC. Ed has more than 10 years ex-
perience and concentrates his practice in the area of real 
estate law.  Ed routinely evaluates strategic resolutions for 
claims submitted to or brought against Title Insurance 
Companies throughout the State of Ohio. Recently, Ed 
was invited and gladly accepted membership with OLTA’s 
Education Committee.  

Ed is a proud graduate of The Ohio State University’s 
Moritz College of Law. In addition to being an attorney, 
Ed is a Certified Public Accountant (inactive status), has 
a Masters of Business Administration from Baldwin-
Wallace College, and a B.S.B.A. in accounting from John 
Carroll University.

Edward A. Proctor, Esq., CPA

Giffen & Kaminski, LLC

OLTA Education Committee

NEW MEMBER
SPOTLIGHT

Get started with SoftPro 

today! Call 800-848-0143,
or visit us online at 

www.softprocorp.com.

Not only was LPS SoftPro the first 

Closing, Title and Escrow software 

provider to offer an intuitive, user-friendly 

solution for the new standardized  HUD-1, 

but our award-winning customer service 

and software updates keep you current with 

RESPA and industry regulations. Choosing 

SoftPro means you’re getting:

SoftPro has all
of your bases

COVERED!

Having difficulty keeping up with the 

HUD-1 changes and new industry 

regulations?

 IT’S A WINNING
COMBINATION!

Unlimited toll-free,
support

document
in the

Most

Concurrent
user or

C L O S I N G  A N D  T I T L E  S O F T WA R E
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The Boardwalk
by Frank Long

Happy New Year and welcome to 2011 – may you all 
prosper. The past several years have been somewhat 
tumultuous for the title insurance industry, as we have 
dealt with the fallout from a weak economy and impor-
tant issues such as RESPA reform. I joined the Board of 
Trustees in 2009 at a time when our industry was fraught 
with many challenges, and can honestly say that serving 
on the Board has been a sometimes exigent yet always 
enjoyable endeavor. OLTA officers, Board members and 
committee volunteers all work diligently to confront 
problems and address issues of importance to members 
of the title industry. These issues are addressed and deci-
sions are made only after much spirited debate, reflective 
of the diversity each Board member brings to the table.

Twenty Eleven brings a change in leadership at the state-
house, with the swearing in of Governor John Kasich.  
One of Governor Kasich’s first acts was to appoint Lt. 
Governor Mary Taylor as the next Director of the Ohio 
Department of Insurance. Taylor, a CPA by trade, served 
two terms in the Ohio House of Representatives and was 
elected Auditor in 2006. Prior to swearing in Ms. Taylor 
as the department’s 47th director, the Governor addressed 
the importance of the insurance industry in Ohio, call-
ing it a “dynamo”; he then cited the following statistics: 
Ohio’s insurance conglomerate is a $55 billion dollar in-
dustry that pays $435 million dollars in state taxes; it is 
the ninth largest in premium volume among the states; it 
is the 19th largest in the world; it is Ohio’s fourth largest 
employer, not counting agents. While title insurers com-
prise a mere fraction of the overall insurance industry in 
Ohio, it seems the Governor has our back. OLTA looks 
forward to working with the new administration and 
Director Taylor these next four years, and will continue 
to advocate for policy beneficial to its members.  

Robert Schmitz is a tremendous asset to the board and all 
OLTA members. For those who do not know, Bob is your 
organization’s Government Affairs Consultant (i.e. lob-
byist). By having a knowledgeable person on the ground 
at the Statehouse that can provide instant on-going up-

dates on critical issues affecting our industry, the board 
is postured to act swiftly and decisively when matters are 
brought to its attention. Members may recall House Bill 
1 from 2009 which would have given the Ohio Legal As-
sistance Foundation (OLAF) the authority to promulgate 
rules regarding IOTA accounts (OLAF administers the 
legal aid fund).  OLTA, with Bob’s assistance, was on the 
front line of the defeat of that initiative. Bob Schmitz  
distributed to the Board Attorney General Opinion No. 
2011-001, issued January 6, 2011, as one of the final 
acts of outgoing Attorney General Richard Cordray. This 
opinion declares OLAF is an organization holding a ben-
eficial interest in IOTA accounts, and is in fact the only 
organization statutorily entitled to money from the le-
gal aid fund, which is the recipient of IOTA funds.  Stay 
tuned, but it appears that the OLTA Board and commit-
tees will again be discussing IOTA accounts and attempts 
by OLAF to assert control over them, and the effects 
thereof on title agents. This is precisely in keeping with 
OLTA’s mission statement and a good example of Bob’s 
significance to OLTA.

Speaking of OLTA’s mission statement, the Board is 
proud to expand on the success of last year’s seminars by 
offering three new webinars in the first quarter of this 
year. Mary Schuster will once again address RESPA re-
form on February 16; Board member Don McFadden 
will talk about escrow agreements on March 2; and on 
March 18 Terrence Feller and Timothy Feller will dis-
cuss ALTA/ASCM surveys. These webinars offer useful 
and practical information by experts well-versed on their 
topic, for CIE and CLE credit, at an attractive price; I 
encourage members to avail themselves of the opportu-
nity. Registration can be accomplished online. As long 
as there is a desire, we will endeavor to continue to offer 
members educational opportunities like these.

Finally, I trust that each of you recognize the impor-
tance of donating to OLTAPAC. All Board members 
have pledged to commit to giving to the PAC and we 
hope that organization members will too. The PAC is 
critical to maintaining our industry voice in the political 
arena.  Please do not hesitate to question board members 
regarding the work of the PAC, and any other matters 
you deem important. After all, this is your organization. 



7

UNDERWRITING & ESCROW/SETTLEMENTS

Underwriting Deed in Lieu 
Transactions
by Edward R. Horejs, Jr.

Vice President and Regional Counsel

Fidelity National Title Group

When a default occurs on a problem loan that does not 
lend itself to a feasible workout, the only solution for the 
lender may be foreclosure. Quite often, however, if it is 
relatively clear that there is no equity in the property, 
the borrower may not care to go through the motions, 
let alone the legal cost, of fighting the inevitable. Rather 
than suffer the consequences of a deficiency judgment by 
default, the borrower may seek at least a small bargain-
ing position by negotiating a deed in lieu of foreclosure 
with the lender. For the lender, this generally makes the 
best of a bad situation by avoiding its own legal costs, as 
well as court delays, additional back interest, and possible 
damage to the property due to neglect. Assuming that the 
lender is currently covered by a loan policy, there remain 
a number of title issues to be addressed as the lender pro-
ceeds toward taking the property back.

Creditors’ Rights Issues
The ALTA’s withdrawal of its creditors’ rights’ endorse-
ment Form 21 eliminated consideration of creditors’ 
rights coverage over the policy exclusion for the transac-
tion being insured, but that does not necessarily eliminate 
creditors’ rights considerations entirely. Implicit within 
the ALTA 1992 policy form was creditors’ rights cover-

age for matters arising in the chain of title prior to the 
transaction being insured. The creditors’ rights exclusion 
expressly addressed only the transaction being insured.  
The ALTA 2006 policy forms affirmatively provide this 
“pre-transaction” creditors’ rights coverage as Covered 
Risk 9 (Owner’s) and Covered Risk 13 (Loan), respec-
tively. As a result, while the policy will not be assuming 
creditors’ rights risk in the instant deed in lieu transac-
tion, you are always cautioned to be aware of any circum-
stances in the deed in lieu structure that raise the pos-
sibility (if not probability) of a preference or fraudulent 
transfer.  You may be asked to revisit the transaction with 
the same lender in short order in a resale, in which these 
circumstances will then fall within the Covered Risk, now 
necessitating a much more prominent Schedule B excep-
tion in a policy to a prospective purchaser or their lender. 
That could prove problematic to your current insured.  
Accordingly, it may be both prudent and politic to ad-
dress any such concerns up front with the lender, and 
possibly resolve them through changes in the transaction’s 
structure, thus avoiding a future title conflict altogether.  
Should the lender be unwilling to resolve the issue at this 
stage, at least they are on notice of the concerns raised 
and cannot claim surprise upon approaching the title 
company later to insure a resale.

One of the first questions raised will be the current mar-
ket value of the property. The title company will want 
to be assured that the secured indebtedness of the lender 
clearly surpasses the value of the property, leaving no pos-
sibility of any equity remaining for the borrower or any 
junior creditor, secured or unsecured. An appraisal of the 
property or any other reasonable evidence of value may 
need to be obtained, or the amount of indebtedness may 
be so overwhelming that the question of any equity is 
rendered moot.

The next major question is consideration. It used to be 
standard practice for the lender to surrender its note and 
mortgage as satisfied in consideration for the deed in lieu.  
That is now rare. The lender prefers to keep its options 
open so that, in the event the deed is thrown out in a later 
bankruptcy, they will remain in a first lien position.

continued on page 8
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continued from page 7

Furthermore, if there are junior liens on the property, the 
lender wants to be in a strong bargaining position by be-
ing able to literally foreclose on itself in order to clear 
them. If there is no consideration for the deed, however, 
the lender’s concern of a bankruptcy challenge is doomed 
to become a self-fulfilling prophecy. The answer quite of-
ten is a covenant not to sue given by the lender to the 
borrower. This provides legitimate consideration to the 
borrower by protecting them from a deficiency judgment 
while preserving the debt contained in the note.

Escrowed Deed Issues
There have been some situations where a lender and bor-
rower have negotiated a deed in lieu of foreclosure solely 
as a last resort and as one final element of a loan workout.  
The intention is for the lender to forbear from foreclosure 
as long as the borrower complies with the workout ar-
rangement but to escrow the deed in lieu, to be delivered 
and filed in the event of a final default under the workout 
terms. For obvious reasons, the parties may look to the 
title company to both hold the deed in escrow and be 
prepared to insure title to the lender if the deed is ulti-
mately filed. Unfortunately, this arrangement is fraught 
with difficulties for the title company on both title and 
fiduciary grounds, so as to raise practical problems with 
its intended purpose.

The title issues are considerable. A later bankruptcy may 
set aside the escrow agreement as an executory contract.  
Even if the transfer has already taken place, it may be at-
tacked later as a fraudulent conveyance. Since the deed 
may never be filed, it risks being attacked as an equitable 
mortgage rather than an outright conveyance, in effect a 
new “mortgage within a mortgage” in which the borrower 
agrees to the loan workout terms as new consideration for 
the lender’s new agreement to forbear from foreclosure. 
These new rights given to the lender would be released 
when the borrower performs its obligations, i.e., com-
plies with the loan workout terms. But as now structured, 
however, it is a “mortgage” that would purport to waive 
statutory foreclosure proceedings in the event of a default, 
in effect granting the lender power of sale immediately 
upon default. No notice; no service of process; no judicial 

proceedings; nothing. Just a unilateral letter of instruc-
tion by the lender to the escrow agent holding the deed in 
lieu, representing as fact that a default had occurred, and 
instructing the escrow agent to file the deed of record. If 
insuring the deed in lieu, the title company may consider 
an exception for the rights of the borrower as a possible 
mortgagor. In addition to the above would be the issue of 
intervening matters arising during the escrow. Since there 
is a question as to the priority of the lender’s position in 
a deed that might never be filed, as well as a fundamental 
question of when “delivery” will have occurred, an excep-
tion would need to be taken for any such matters.

The problem of escrowing a deed in lieu of foreclosure 
subject to conditions is somewhat more exotic. The par-
ties will argue, with some justification, that the intention 
of the borrower to forfeit the property in the event of a 
default of the loan workout terms is clear and unambigu-
ous. Nevertheless, the idea of the borrower expressing a 
present intention for a future act, particularly when that 
act may never occur, raises serious concerns to the escrow 
agent of the borrower’s true intent in terms of relying 
upon the workout agreement as future escrow instruc-
tions. There is at least some legal basis for that concern, 
which some legal scholars have termed a “mirage of hope”.  
That is the desperation of the borrower to salvage its loan 
(at any cost) with the lender, coupled with an optimistic 
overconfidence in the ability to successfully complete the 
loan workout and thereby avoid the necessity of ever hav-
ing to file the deed in lieu at all. While there are effective 
legal arguments that can be made on both sides of this 
issue, it is in sufficient question that a prudent title com-
pany acting as escrow agent may want the borrower to 
ratify the deed at the time of default, thereby decreasing 
the effectiveness of this method for the lender.

Please note that the problems associated with an escrow 
of a conditional deed in lieu do not necessarily apply to 
a more conventional escrow where the agreement to file 
the deed in lieu is definite and certain, and the escrow 
is requested for more practical reasons such as the time 
needed to conduct a title search for the lender.  Moreover, 
the length of such escrows is relatively short and the issue 
of future intentions does not arise.
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continued from page 1

This regulatory control would have disallowed fees such 
as bank service charges and wire fees, as deductible from 
interest on IOLTAs. While it did not directly affect title 
agent interest on trust accounts (IOTAs), we were con-
cerned with the potential ramifications of that proposed 
rule. Both OLTA and the Ohio Bankers League testified 
against the proposed rule at the hearing, and the pro-
posed rule was eventually placed on “to be refiled” status. 

OLTA has also participated in meaningful discussions 
concerning federal advocacy efforts. Executive Director 
Mark Bennett represented OLTA in a meeting in Austin, 
Texas, in December with four other state land title asso-
ciations and American Land Title Association leadership 
to discuss modifications to Federal House Bill 4229, the 
Borrowers Right to Inspect Documents Act. The group 
also reviewed potential legislation that may be introduced 
in the new Congress and discussed enhancing lines of 
communication between ALTA and state associations at 
all levels.

The changes to the HUD-1 and GFE by the new RE-
SPA rule at the beginning of last year had a significant 
impact on the title industry. OLTA responded with two 
rounds of top-notch educational programs aimed to bet-
ter educate and prepare the industry for these changes. 
The Ohio Department of Insurance passed amendments 
to its annual escrow account review rule in August. OLTA 
held two online webinars to educate the industry about 
the amendments, which took effect for the reviews of the 
12-month reporting period ending August 31.    

This past September, OLTA had a wonderful celebration 
marking its 101st Convention in Columbus at the his-
toric Westin Great Southern Hotel, the site where OLTA 
held its 2nd Annual Convention in 1911. The Education 
Committee is already planning another slate of timely 
educational topics to be presented at the Spring Seminar 
on May 6-7 at the Marriott Northwest in Dublin and 
at our Annual Convention on September 11-13 at the 
Hilton Polaris in Columbus. In 2011, OLTA will continue 
to present half-day seminars and one hour webinars on 

timely topics in the industry in addition to providing 
more in-depth programming at its Spring Seminar and 
Annual Convention. 

As of this writing, more than 80 percent of our members 
have renewed their memberships for 2011. This dem-
onstrates the high level of dedication and commitment 
those involved with OLTA have to preserving a strong, 
unified title industry in Ohio. If you have not renewed 
yet, please do so as soon as possible.  

Last, but certainly not least, we want to thank the count-
less number of volunteers who serve the OLTA with pas-
sion and dedication and make it what it is by serving as 
a member of the Board of Trustees, a committee chair, 
committee member or participant in a task force. For 
those of you who are not yet involved but have an inter-
est in any particular issue, please contact one of us, and 
we will help you find the best place to make a difference.

Please do not hesitate to contact either one of us with 
questions, comments or concerns. 2011 will be a great 
year, as we keep moving the OLTA forward to make it the 
best it can be!
  
Sincerely, 

Michael J. Sikora III
President
Ohio Land Title Association 

Mark Bennett 
Executive Director 
Ohio Land Title Association
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LEGISLATIVE

Committee Update
by Bill Heer, Legislative Committee Chair

Happy 2011 everyone! A new year brings a new bien-
nium for the Ohio General Assembly, which means any 
legislation that failed to pass by the end of 2010 must be 
re-introduced this year. This gives us a fresh slate and the 
early indications from the General Assembly and espe-
cially from Governor Kasich’s office are that there will be 
no legislation prioritized unless it means jobs for Ohio.  
Consequently, we do not expect significant state law ac-
tivity, at least in the first half of the year, impacting our 
industry.  

A piece of legislation that impacts the land title industry 
is an amendment to RESPA entitled “Borrowers’ Right 
to Inspect Closing Documents Act of 2011”. This legisla-
tion, introduced in the House of Representatives as HR 
4229, would require that a lender make available to a bor-
rower the note, mortgage and settlement statement three 
business days before closing. Initial drafts of the legisla-
tion put the burden on the settlement agent without put-
ting any requirements on the lender. Through the work 
of ALTA, including the feedback of the OLTA, discussion 
of a new version to be introduced includes a mandate that 
lenders get sufficient instructions to complete the settle-
ment statement to the settlement agent at least four busi-
ness days before closing to allow for the preparation of the 
settlement statement. It is still early in the process and we 
will keep you up to date on further developments.

Of course, the best way to remain up-to-date on legisla-
tion affecting our industry is to become a member of the 
Legislative Committee. For the small price of having to 
read and give your thoughts on proposed legislation, you 
too may be on the leading edge of legislative activity af-
fecting land titles. A bargain at twice the price! Contact 
the OLTA office for information on joining the committee.

St r e n g t h  a nd  S t a b i l i t y  f o r  O v e r  Th i r t y  Ye a r s

Even the most challenging 
obstacles are no match for 
expertise.When surrounded by daunting

title production or vendor management problems,

Kasparnet’s in-depth knowledge finds the way out.

Our industry-leading, exclusive KasparCheck Quality 

Assurance system, combined with our experience,

results in title products that stand the test of time.

Don’t travel the road alone. Let Kasparnet be your 

partner on the journey.

Kasparnet serves: Indiana, Kentucky, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan,  
Minnesota, New Hampshire, New Jersey, Ohio, and Pennsylvania.

Tom F ieg l   |  tomf@kasparnet.com
877.397.9195  |  t i t l e p a r t ner. co m

Kasparnet. We’ve earned our reputation.
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TECHNOLOGY

Is Technology Your Friend?
by Tom Fiegl, Technology Committee Chair

For most of us, the days of manually typing HUD-1 Set-
tlement Statements and checks are behind us. Although 
most title offices still have a typewriter around, they are 
relics of days gone by. We’ve all seen dramatic changes in 
the way we do business in the last 20 years or so. From the 
first fax machines with the shiny paper that curled up, to 
DOS-based production systems, to emailed closing pack-
ages and e-closings, we can comfortably say “this is NOT 
your father’s title company.”

What the Technology Committee of the Ohio Land Title 
Association wants to know is how has technology made 
an impact on the way you do business? What have you 
done with technology in your office that makes life easier?  
We don’t expect you to give up a trade secret or tell your 
competition the who, what and where of your client list.  
Has your office truly gone paperless? Is your production 
software hosted on a remote server, allowing 24/7 access 
to your employees? Do you use a transaction manage-
ment solution? Have you incorporated social media into 
your marketing plans? Do you know of any great business 
apps for your smart phones?
  
We’d love to hear what you have to say. Not everyone is a 
Hemingway in waiting, but everyone has a story to tell, 
whether it’s many pages or a few paragraphs. I encour-
age all of you to sharpen your pencils – wow, that might 
be a little outdated – dash off your thoughts, and send 
them to Tom Fiegl, Technology Committee Chairperson 
at tomf@kasparnet.com. We’ll publish them in Title Top-
ics in a future issue.

We are pleased to introduce you to Dayna Patrick, Se-
nior Vice President and Agency Representative at Ohio 
Bar Title in Columbus. Ohio Bar Title, the largest do-
mestic title company in Ohio, has been owned by First 
American since 1999. The marriage of First American’s 
resources and Ohio Bar Title’s established and respected 
relationships within the Ohio legal and real estate com-
munities, make Ohio Bar Title a unique and valuable 
member of the Ohio real estate community.

Dayna began her career in real estate working for a lo-
cal title agency in the Columbus, Ohio area. She joined 
ACS Title and Closing Services, a subsidiary of Ohio Bar 
Title, as an Escrow Agent, in May, 1996. She later con-
centrated her skills in the underwriting area as a Policy 
Auditor. Since 2002, she has benefited Ohio Bar Title 
with her work as an Agency Representative. Giving title 
agents a voice in legislative and regulatory matters is one 
of OLTA’s most important roles, says Dayna. Dayna also 
appreciates OLTA for providing her the resources she 
needs to keep abreast of the ever-changing issues relevant 
to the title industry, as well as many avenues for network-
ing with other title professionals.  

Dayna cites regulatory changes of the past year and the 
challenges posed by the downturn in the real estate mar-
ket and its accompanying uncertainties for the real estate 
industry as a whole as the most challenging issues facing 
title industry. She recognizes the importance of staying 
positive amidst these times of change and encourages title 
agents to be a part of OLTA where they can network with 
others sharing the same concerns.

Dayna serves on the OLTA’s Membership Committee. 
She is the President of the Village of Thornville Coun-
cil, in Thornville, Ohio. Dayna can be reached by email 
at dpatrick@obtic.com.

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
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     Time is Running out for the Frank Gates/
     Avizent 2011 Group Rating Enrollment!
            
     Enrollment materials for the July 1, 2011 Frank Gates/Avizent 
     Workers’ Compensation  Group Rating Program have been sent to
     all employers that  qualify. If your company has not enrolled in the
     Program yet, the deadline for Frank Gates/Avizent to receive the
           enrollment materials is Wednesday February 23, 2011. Return the
     materials now to lock in your discount.

If you have not requested a July 1, 2011 Group Rating quote from Frank Gates/Avizent, there still is time –
but you must complete an AC-3 (Temporary Authorization to Review Information) in the near future.

To request a no-cost, no-obligation quote, please contact Frank Gates/Avizent at 800-395-4119 or online at
http://www.frankgatesgroups.com. Note that employers currently in the Frank Gates/Avizent Group Rating

Program do not need to send an AC-3 as they are automatically reviewed for the Group Rating Program.

Please call Frank Gates/Avizent to help find the best option for your business.

Save the Date!
The Ohio Safety Congress & Expo is one of the finest occupational
safety and health events in the Midwest. The event, scheduled for
March 29 - March 31, 2011 at the Greater Columbus Convention
Center, will offer dynamic keynote speakers, a variety of educational
sessions and displays of occupational safety and health products.
Free registration makes Safety Congress a valuable tool for your
injury prevention program.

lives and save money. 

For more information contact BWC at 1-800-OHIOBWC or visit ohiobwc.com.

12

6

3
9

29
MARCH



 

 

Payment: 
Checks payable to: Ohio Land Title Association 
 
Credit Card: 
� Visa   � MasterCard  

Card Number _____________________________________ 

Exp ________________ 3-digit security code ____________ 

Name on Card _____________________________________ 

Billing Address _________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

Signature _________________________________________ 

 
Return Payment to: 
Ohio Land Title Association 
1100-H Brandywine Blvd � Zanesville OH 43701-7303 
Fax: 740-452-2552 � Phone: 888-292-6582 
E-mail: Info@OLTA.org 
Web Site: www.OLTA.org 
 
 
 
OFFICE USE ONLY 
Date: ____ Amt: ____ Check # : ____ Ackd: _____ 
200/1210/181 
 

Registration:  
 

Members 
�   Member Rate  $40  
�   Additional members from the same office    
$20 
 

Non-Members 
�   Non Member Rate  $70 
� Additional non-members from the same office    $35 
 

Check ONE:  � OLTA Member � Non Member 
 

Continuing Education 
Check ONE:  � CLE  � CIE  

� Both  � No credit needed 
 

Name_____________________________________________ 

Additional Attendees: ____________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

Company _________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________ 

City ________________________ State ____ Zip ________ 

Phone _________________________________________ 

E-mail_____________________________________________ 

Completing this form serves Management notice that you 
t b t t d b il/ h /f d/ il

RESPA: One Year Later 
 

A One-Hour Webinar 
 
Wednesday, February 16, 2011 
11:00 am – 12:00 pm 

RESPA: One Year Later 
Speaker: Mary Schuster, RamQuest Director of Operations 
The 2010 changes to the RESPA Rule have resulted in significant changes in the way new loans are initiated and 
closed.  This webinar will review key components of RESPA Reform to ensure attendees have the most current 
information and know what changes to expect at contract negotiation and loan application and closing.  Speaker 
Mary Schuster, a member of the ALTA RESPA Task Force, will also discuss other upcoming regulatory changes 
including those impacting VA loads, proposed changes to Reg. Z, Fannie Mae’s Loan Quality Initiative, the creation 
of the new Consumer Protection Bureau, private transfer fees and the emergence of “mortgage flopping.” 
 
CIE and CLE Credits to be Offered 
OLTA has applied for 1.0 CIE Credit Hour from the Ohio Department of Insurance and 1.0 CLE Credit Hour from 
the Supreme Court of Ohio. 
 
Register Today! 
Webinar instructions will be e-mailed with your payment confirmation.  Registration is $40 for members and $70 for 
non-members.  Additional attendees from the same office are just $20 more for members and $35 more for non-
members. Cancellations received before February 9, 2011 will receive a credit for a future event, less a $20 
processing fee.  Refunds will not be available for cancellations received after February 9, 2011. 



 

 

 

Payment: 
Checks payable to: Ohio Land Title Association 
 
Credit Card: 
� Visa   � MasterCard  

Card Number _____________________________________ 

Exp ________________ 3-digit security code ____________ 

Name on Card _____________________________________ 

Billing Address _________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

Signature _________________________________________ 

 
Return Payment to: 
Ohio Land Title Association 
1100-H Brandywine Blvd � Zanesville OH 43701-7303 
Fax: 740-452-2552 � Phone: 888-292-6582 
E-mail: Info@OLTA.org 
Web Site: www.OLTA.org 
 
 
 
OFFICE USE ONLY 
Date: ____ Amt: ____ Check # : ____ Ackd: _____ 
200/1210/181 
 

Registration:  
 

Members 
�   Member Rate  $40  
�   Additional members from the same office 
 $20 
 

Non-Members 
�   Non Member Rate  $70 
� Additional non-members from the same office    $35 
 

Check ONE:  � OLTA Member � Non Member 
 

Continuing Education 
Check ONE:  � CLE  � CIE  

� Both  � No credit needed 
 

Name_____________________________________________ 

Additional Attendees: ____________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

Company _________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________ 

City ________________________ State ____ Zip ________ 

Phone _________________________________________ 

E-mail_____________________________________________ 

Completing this form serves Management notice that you 
t b t t d b il/ h /f d/ il

What’s In Your Escrow Agreement? 
Three Clauses to Limit Ohio Escrow Agent 
Liability 
 

A One-Hour Webinar 
 
Wednesday, March 2, 2011 
11:00 am – 12:00 pm 

What’s in Your Escrow Agreement?  Three Clauses to Limit Ohio Escrow Agent Liability 
Speaker: Donald McFadden, McFadden & Freeburg Co., LPA 
Back by popular demand, Don McFadden walks attendees through what all title agents, table closers 
and escrow agents should know about escrow agreements, limiting liability and the issues that arrive 
from them. 
 
CIE and CLE Credits to be Offered 
OLTA has applied for 1.0 CIE Credit Hour from the Ohio Department of Insurance and 1.0 CLE 
Credit Hour from the Supreme Court of Ohio. 
 
Register Today! 
Webinar instructions will be e-mailed with your payment confirmation.  Registration is $40 for 
members and $70 for non-members.  Additional attendees from the same office are just $20 more 
for members and $35 more for non-members. Cancellations received before February 23, 2011 will 
receive a credit towards a future event, less a $20 processing fee.  Refunds will not be available for 
cancellations received after February 23, 2011. 



 

 

 

Payment: 
Checks payable to: Ohio Land Title Association 
 
Credit Card: 
� Visa   � MasterCard  

Card Number _____________________________________ 

Exp ________________ 3-digit security code ____________ 

Name on Card _____________________________________ 

Billing Address _________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

Signature _________________________________________ 

 
Return Payment to: 
Ohio Land Title Association 
1100-H Brandywine Blvd � Zanesville OH 43701-7303 
Fax: 740-452-2552 � Phone: 888-292-6582 
E-mail: Info@OLTA.org 
Web Site: www.OLTA.org 
 
 
 
OFFICE USE ONLY 
Date: ____ Amt: ____ Check # : ____ Ackd: _____ 
200/1210/181 
 

Registration:  
 

Members 
�   Member Rate     $40  
�   Additional members from the same office 
 $20 
 

Non-Members 
�   Non Member Rate     $70 
� Additional non-members, same office     $35 
 

Check ONE:  � OLTA Member � Non Member 
 

Continuing Education 
Check ONE:  � CLE  � CIE  

� Both  � No credit needed 
 

Name_____________________________________________ 

Additional Attendees: ____________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

Company _________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________ 

City ________________________ State ____ Zip ________ 

Phone _________________________________________ 

E-mail_____________________________________________ 

Completing this form serves Management notice that you 
t b t t d b il/ h /f d/ il

ALTA/ACSM Land Title Surveys: 
The New 2011 Standards 
 

A One-Hour Webinar 
 
Friday, March 18, 2011 
11:00 am – 12:00 pm 

ALTA/ACSM Land Title Surveys: The New 2011 Standards 
Speaker: Terrence W. Feller and Timothy J. Feller, McSteen & Associates, Inc. 
This webinar is an introduction to the new 2011 Minimum Standards for ALTA/ACSM Land Title Surveys, 
which will have been recently adopted by the American Land Title Association and the National Society of 
Professional Surveyors. This is the first complete rewrite of the standards since they were first adopted. A 
question and answer session will follow the presentation. 
 

CIE and CLE Credits to be Offered 
OLTA has applied for 1.0 CIE Credit Hour from the Ohio Department of Insurance and 1.0 CLE Credit Hour 
from the Supreme Court of Ohio. 
 

Register Today! 
Webinar instructions will be e-mailed with your payment confirmation.  Registration is $40 for members and 
$70 for non-members.  Additional attendees from the same office are just $20 more for members and $35 
more for non-members. Cancellations received before March 11, 2011 will receive a credit towards a future 
event, less a $20 processing fee.  Refunds will not be available for cancellations received after March 11, 
2011. 



2011 OLTA Events
February 16, 2011 – Webinar

RESPA: One Year later

March 2, 2011 – Webinar
What’s in Your Escrow Agreement?

March 18, 2011 – Webinar
ALTA/ACSM Land Title Survey

May 6-7, 2011 – Spring Seminar
Marriot Columbus Northwest, Dublin, Ohio

September 11-13, 2011 – Annual Convention
Hilton Polaris, Columbus, Ohio

����OLTAPAC DONATION FORM ���
Send your contribution to: 

 

Name ____________________________________________________

Home Address ______________________________________________

City_______________________ State _______ ZIP+4 ______________

Phone ____________________________________________________

Company __________________________________________________

Company Address ___________________________________________

City_______________________ State _______ ZIP+4 ______________

Phone ____________________________________________________

Email ____________________________________________________

� Chairman’s Club ........................................................................ $ 1000.00
� Gold Club ................................................................................... $ 500.00
� President’s Club ......................................................................... $ 250.00
� Sponsor ..................................................................................... $ 100.00
� Active ......................................................................................... $ 50.00
� Supporting ................................................................................. $ 25.00
� Other ......................................................................................... $ ______

(payment due at time of order)

Checks payable to: OLTA
� Check    � Cashier’s Check/Money Order    � Debit Card

Credit Card
� MasterCard    � VISA

All payments in US funds drawn on US Banks.
A $25 fee will be charged for all returned checks.

Card Number _______________________________________________

Exp Date __________________________________________________

3-Digit Security Code _________________________________________

Amt to be Charged $ _________________________________________

Name on Card (Print) _________________________________________

Billing Address ______________________________________________

Authorized Signature _________________________________________



      Take
      the
      Pledge

Thank you for your continued support of OLTA. We appreciate your support and ask
you to take it one step further by making a career commitment to OLTAPAC.

 
What does it mean to make the career commitment? By taking the pledge, you are

stating that as long as you are gainfully employed in the title industry, you will make a
OLTAPAC donation every year. Your donation will help plant the seed for effective

legislation and regulation for the future and show others your commitment to our industry. 
 

Once you make this commitment, you will be frequently recognized as a member of this 
elite group listed below. Your leadership will encourage others to the make this important

commitment. As you know, the OLTAPAC is vital in helping OLTA’s advocacy efforts. 
 

Donate online at www.OLTA.org or use the donation form found in this newsletter. 
 

If you want to “Take the Pledge,” make the commitment to OLTAPAC and have
your name listed among this elite group, please email OLTA Executive Director

Mark Bennett at mbennett@offinger.com or call 614-501-1100 x 3187.

Jeffrey Auker
Ruth Brunner

Theodore Bush
Timothy Evans
David Freeburg
Samuel Halkias
Jaime Johnson

Todd Jones
Amy Kaspar
Frank Long

Donald McFadden
Mary Moran
Mary Nurre

Richard Rennell

Anne Ross
James Saad

Samuel Shellhaas
Michael J. Sikora III

John Voso
Kelly Westbury

POLITICAL ACTION
COMMITTEE


